WHAT IS UNICEF?
The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) believes that promoting the rights of the child and caring for the world's children form the very foundation of human development. Active in more than 190 countries, it uses its global authority to work with partners at all levels to try to ensure that children have the very best start in life and can flourish in an environment free from poverty, inequality, discrimination and disease.
UNICEF, a founding Cosponsor of UNAIDS, is the leading voice for children in the global AIDS response. It aims for an AIDS-free generation in which all children are born free of HIV, and where children living with, and affected by, the virus have access to the treatment, care and support they need to thrive. UNICEF's HIV response for children strives to ensure that neither age nor poverty, gender inequality nor social exclusion determines access to HIV prevention, treatment and care.
Through passionate and dynamic leadership, and in partnership with national governments and key stakeholders, UNICEF plays a critical role in galvanizing commitment, resources and action to address HIV among children. This commitment is built on a foundation of human rights, shaped by scientific and programmatic innovation, and defined by the determination of UNICEF, working with national leaders as well as with women and children themselves, to achieve zero new HIV infections, zero AIDS-related deaths and zero discrimination. "This is life and death and we need to keep driving through to the finish line, not just to prevent more children from being born HIV-positive, where we are making progress, but also to do something about the 2 million children around the world who are HIVpositive and who need to get on medications." Engaging young people, including those living with HIV, in programme planning, service delivery, demand creation and monitoring and evaluation is a core element for achieving better results. Community mobilization is a critical feature of all aspects of UNICEF's HIV response.
WHAT UNICEF DOES FOR THE AIDS RESPONSE
As part of wider efforts to strengthen national social protection systems, UNICEF is working with governments and development partners to expand HIV-sensitive social protection, economic support and family-based care to strengthen the resilience of children and families and promote sustained access to HIV prevention, treatment and care. Applying UNICEF's vision for its HIV programming to fragile and humanitarian situations is especially important for ensuring that at-risk and emergency-affected populations are not excluded in times of greatest need.
Additional information is available here (childrenandaids.org).
